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Scott Kelly, a partner at Re:Vision Architecture of Philadelphia, discusses plans for a “green building” with

America Services in Pottstown, during a presentation at Aerzen USA.

‘Green’ building introduced

New development
in Valley to save

40% in energy costs

By ALLAN HELLER
Special to the Local News

On Friday, the American di-
vision of a German manufac-
turing company concluded a
weeklong charette introducing
Valley residents and business-
es to the concept of a “green”
building.

Aerzen USA, which current-
ly employs 30 people at its Val-
ley headquarters in Highlands
Corporate Center, is working
with Philadelphia-based Re:Vi-
sion Architecture to develop a
new office building that is

both more energy efficient and
more environmentally friend-

ly.

On Aug. 16, Aerzen held its
introductory charette at the
Coatesville Moose Lodge on
Airport Road.

“That was like Green 101,
said Jeff Hammond, an engi-
neer at Aerzen who is oversee-
ing the new building project.

Between 50 and 60 people
showed up at the company's
current location at 645 Sands
Court late Friday afternoon to
look at maps and design
sketches of the proposed facil-
ity, which will be constructed
near Sadsbury in the Meeting
House Business Center on
Route 30.

Architects and Aerzen em-

ployees fielded questions from
attendees. A piece of paper re-
served for public comments
was posted beside each of the
four sketch plans, which were
taped to chalkboards set up
under a tent.

According to Scott Kelly, a
partner at Re:Vision Architec-
ture, the new building will re-
alize an almost immediate en-
ergy cost savings of 40 per-
cent. Kelly said other prime
considerations in the design
dealt with making the whole
complex environmentally and
socially responsible, as well.

As examples, he cited good
ventilation and optimal use of
natural light. There are also
plans to build an interactive
walking path through the site,
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Kelly explained that there is
a system known as LEED,
which is used by the U.S.
Green Building Council of
Washington, D.C., that gauges
how environmentally sound a
building is. LEED is an
acronym for Leadership in En-
ergy and Environmental De-
sign.

“There are about 100 LEED-
certified buildings across the
U.S., and this one will soon
join them,” Kelly said.

“It was important to have an
organic form,” said Jennifer
Rezeli, also a partner at Re:Vi-
sion. Pointing to one of the de-
sign sketches, Rezeli added,
“You'll see more curves and
less sharp edges than you'll
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